
GOD OF CONCRETE

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  w o n d e r e d  w h y  m o s t  h y m n s  s e e m  t o  b e  a b o u t  t h i n g s  l o n g  a g o ?  R i c h a r d  G .  J o n e s ,  a
Br i t i sh  Method is t  m in is te r  wro te  God  o f  Concre te  bccausc  thc  young  peop le  in  h i s  church  comp la ined
t h a t  t h c y  n e v e  r  s a n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h c  m o d e r n  w o r l d .

T h e  a u t h o r  s a y s  t h e  w o r d s  a r e  " a l l  s y m b o l s  c l f  t h e  e x c i t i n g  m o d e r n  w o r l d . "  W h a t  i s  a  s y m b o l ?  A  g o o d
s i m p l e  d c f i n i t i o n  i s a  w o r d ,  a  p i c t u r e  o r  g e s t u r e  w h i c h  h e l p s  t o  e  x p l a i n  t h e  m e a n i n g .  T h e  s y m b o l  m e r e l y
s tands  fo r  wha t  the  rea l  i dea  i s .

B e f o r c  y o L r  t r y  t o  s i n g  t h e  h y m n  y o u  s h o u l d  r e a d  i t  c a r c f u l l y  t o  f i n d  a l l  o f  t h c  w o r d  s y m b o l s  w h i c h
h e l o  t o  u n d c r s t a n d  t h c  f o u r  i d e a s .

(1)  Cod is  the Cod of  power and st rength.
Key words:  concrete,  s teel ,  p is ton,  whcel ,  py lon (do you know what  th is  means?) ,
s t e a m ,  g i r d c r ,  b e a m ,  a t o m ,  m i n e  ( d o  y o u  t h i n k  h e  m c a n t  a  c o a l  m i n e ,  o r  s o m c t h i n g  e l s e ? )

(2)  Cod is  thc Cod of  spced.
Kcy words:  cable,  ra i l ,  f reeway,  mai l ,  rockct ,  f l ight ,  sate l l i te ,  l ightn ing.

(3)  Cod is  thc Cod of  t ru th,  knowledge and sc ience.
Kcy words:  sc ience,  ar t ,  map,  graph,  char t ,  phys ics,  research,  Bib le,  church,  scqucncc,
d c s i g n .  W h y  d o  y o u  s u p p o s e  h e  p u t  " B i b l c "  a n d  " c h u r c h "  i n  t h i s  l i s t ?

(4)  God is  thc God of  love.
This  js  thc hardcst  s tanza to undcrstand,  because he uses evcnts rathcr  than p ic tLrre
words.  How does God show His lovc? By making the ear th so marvc lous,  by crcat ing
thc univcrsc,  by ra is ing Chr is t  f rom thc grave and death at  Easter  t imc to savc the wor ld
f r o m  a l l  i t s  b l i g h t  ( b e t t e r  l o o k  t h i s  u p  i n  t h c  d i c t i o n a r y l ) ,  a n d  b y  c l a i m i n g  a l l  o l  u s  a s
H i s  c h  i l d  r e  n .

We can a l l  be amazcd by a God who can do a l l  sor ts  of  cxc i t ing th ings as l is ted in  the f i rs t  s tanza.  But
more amazing is  a God who loved the wor ld so much that  Hc gave His only  begot tcn Son.  (Sec
l o h n  3 : 1  6 ) .

You might  cn joy drawing "symbols"  (p ic turcs)  of  a l l  the descr ip t ive words in  thc f i rs l  thrce stanzas.
Can you th ink of  a  way to use symbols that  might  bc found in  your  church to i l lust rate thc four fh
stanz a ?

Because th is  hymn was wr i t ten so recent ly  ( in  1964) , i t  is  just  now beginning to appcar  in  hymnals.  So
far  no tunc has been found which everyone th inks is  just  r ight .  Unser  Herrscher  (somct imcs cal lcd
Neander)  was wr i t ten in  1680 ( three hundred years beforc the words)  by joachim Ncander whose
most famous hymn is Praise to the Lord the Almighty, the King of Creation which you probably havc
sung.  Hc a lso wrotc tuncs for  many of  h is  hymns.  Dur ing a t imc of  re l ig ious persecut ion hc l ivcd
in a Cerman cave known as Neander 's  Cave,  f rom which the skul l  known as thc Neanderthal  man was
taken by archeologis ts  near ly  two hundred years la ter .

l f  you would l ike to  t ry  s ing ing the words to a d i f ferent  tune,  s ing them to D/x,  Ar fon,  or  Rat isbon.
(You can f ind these tLrnes in  the l \4ct r ica l  lndex in  the back of  your  hymnal  under  77.7 '7.7 l  . Ihese
numbers are "symbols"  that  te l l  you that  therc wi l l  bc s ix  l ines of  words,  and cach l inc wi l l  conta in
seven sy l lab les) .  You wi l l  f ind that  the words take on a d i f ferent  qual i ty  wi th  cach tunc.  Which one do
y o u  t h i n k  i s  b e s t ?  H o w  a b o u t  w r i t i n g  a  n c w  o n e  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  m o r e  " m o d e  r n ? "
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